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FIG. S1. Examples of bones in five different states of preservation categories, as described in Table 1. Photo: Kasper Lykke Hansen.
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FIG. S2. Yearly precipitation (blue) and mean air temperature (orange) at Kangerlussuaq Airport from 1974 to 2023. Excavations at Aasivissuit are marked by
vertical grey lines. Data from the Danish Meteorological Institute (https://www.dmi.dk/vejrarkiv/).
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FIG. S3. Optical microscopy of thin sections of 10 bones described in more detail in Table S1.
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FIG. S4. Best fit of all oxygen consumption measurements, where “predicted” represents oxygen consumption calculated by equation 3.
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FIG. S5. Preservation category of caribou bone material described during the excavation in 1978, based on 345 caribou bone from layer 1, 2884 from layer 2,
7776 from layer 3, and 356 from layer 4. Data from Grennow et al. (1983:69 and 79).



