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Twentieth Gentury
Literary Griticism
David Lodge

Lecturer in the Department of English, University of Birmingham

To identify the crucially important modern literary critics, and
to sample their work is a difficult — and expensive —
undertaking, such is the vast scope, variety and bulk of
modern criticism.

This Reader meets a real need in collecting between the

covers of a single volume representative work by fifty

modern literary critics of the twentieth century. While

the basic orientation of the anthology is towards English and
American literature and criticism, certain continental

European writers are included, whose ideas have influenced
Anglo-American criticism. The editor’s aim has been to

select essays and extracts which are not merely examples of good
critical writing, but which also illustrate distinctive and
contrasting critical methods.

The contents are arranged chronologically, allowing

the reader to follow the historical development of modern
criticism; but alternative lists of contents are provided
which group the materials according to the topics or genres
discussed and according to the critical method adopted.

The historical and methodological significance of each item
is further brought out in the editor’s introductions which
give concise biographical and bibliographical information
about each author.

The whole book is a well-balanced, highly informative
reader, equally useful as a course text-book or as a reference
book for private use.

683 pp Paperback £3.00 net

Longman




THE VISION OF
HELL

DR D. D. R. OWEN, University of St Andrews

This book studies the theme of the infernal descent as it was handled
in medieval French literature. To the people of the Middle Ages,
Hell was not a subject for pious conjecture but a place of grim reality
which could be visited. Dr Owen deals in detail with the various
stories of these visits and the descriptions of the topography and the
torments of Hell, showing how the theme could be treated in many
ways according to the needs of the writer and those for whom he
wrote.

The theme of the descent into Hell exemplified the triumph of
humanity over death and mankind’s victory in the ultimate struggle.
The greatness of the theme might have been matched by the literature
which it inspired but Dr Owen shows that the medieval French writers
were unable to realise its full symbolic potential and that none came
near the achievement of Dante. All too often the spiritual significance
of the theme was obscured by its use as an adventure story and by the
accumulation of vivid and minute detail.

A study of this aspect of French medieval literature, however, is
most important as an investigation into the taste and the spirit of the
age and into the nature of man and certain of his beliefs.

Demy 8vo. 328 pp. Frontispiece and 6 plates. £3.15
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The Fountainwell Drama Texts offer
scholars, general readers, actors and directors
the opportunity of meeting classic texts in an

honest form. Under skilled and sensitive

editors, each text is given with the original
spelling and punctuation, and is not disturbed
by ‘modernisation’. This does not mean obscure,
difficult to read versions, but rather the
opposite—the opportunity to be confident that
one is handling the real/ material . .. each play
is accompanied by a critical introduction and

a note on the text, both of which are scholarly and
illuminating, whilst never forgetting the
closeness of these texts to the theatres in

which they first had life. Martin Banham

Speech and Drama

ountainwell
rama |exts

Webster: The Duchess of Malfi

Edited by Clive Hart
£1.50 hardback 75p paperback

Congreve: The Way of the World

Edited by John Barnard
£1.90 hardback 85p paperback

Farquhar: The Beaux Stratagem

Edited by A. Norman Jeffares
£2.00 hardback 75p paperback
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Themes and Images
in the Medieval English Religious Lyric

DOUGLAS GRAY There is a large corpus of medieval religious lyric
poetry written in English, and this study will be welcomed by all those who
wish to enjoy this poetry with understanding and discrimination. The
lyrics are treated thematically, rather than chronologically, as this is the
most useful approach to those just beginning to read the lyrics.

12 plates  £4

Chaucer and the Making of English Poetry

Volume I: Love Vision and Debate
Volume 11: The Art of Narrative

P. M. KEAN This important work of Chaucerian scholarship deals with
two aspects of the poet and his work — his individual achievement and
his place in history — and demonstrates that in both these senses Chaucer
is a maker of English poetry.

Hllustrated Vol. 1, £3; Vol. 11, £3.75; the set, £6.50

The Boar’s Head Theatre

An Inn-yard Theatre of the Elizabethan Age

C. J. SISSON Edited by Stanley Wells. This account of one of the
Elizabethan inn-yard theatres is a reconstruction of considerable
importance in our understanding of the performance conditions affecting
Elizabethan drama, the mode of presentation and the nature of the
audience. C. J. Sisson tells a fascinating story which will be a major
contribution to the history of the theatre and to studies of Elizabethan
drama in general. £2.25

Ford Madox Ford: The Critical Heritage

EDITED BY FRANK MACSHANE This volume provides a critical
record of the writings of Ford Madox Ford covering the years 1892-1966,
from an unsigned review of his first book to the post-war evaluations of
his work. The critics represented include Joseph Conrad, Arnold Bennett,
L. P. Hartley, H. G. Wells, Theodore Dreiser and H. L. Mencken.

£4.50
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