
T W O P O E M S B Y B E R T A L M O N 

Advice for a Hunter 
C a l l i n g her evasive, y o u r a i d her secrets, 
so she runs about l i k e an anxious plover 
leading y o u f r o m one false nest to another, 

ch i rp ing here, over here, f a r f r o m the spot 
where the genuine feelings l ie huddled. 
The relentless hunter bags no birds, y o u see, 

and when you turn to m a k i n g nets, take this h int 
leave a flaw i n the weaving, the spell requires 
an open gate to let the Spider Goddess out. 

Gulf Island Princess 
She wanted an island w i t h no snakes, 
but Gal iano has a few, so she goes out 
only when i t rains, wear ing h i g h boots. 
N o w she wants a glassy moat, serpent-proof, 
to guard her bower. 

Then she' l l await her lover : 
crossing the moat 

on his two legs, s tumbling 
crossing the moat 

on a l l fours, s l ipping 
crossing the moat 

on his belly, wr igg l ing . 


