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Background 

This is a continuation of the preliminary draft of the Master R port 
valuating the archeological findings of a previous civilization which 

inhabited the area known to us a Provine III, upon planet Earth. The 
Earth term for this geographic ar a was Nor Thameri, as nearly as we 
can decipher their terminology. (It i worth repeating here that Lan­
guage S ction has not as yet mastered th inchoate and inconsistent dia­
lect of the or Thamerikin . In fact, Language S ction wonders whether 
or not communication upon Earth was ever very precise.) This civiliza­
tion se m to have endured until approximately A.D. 2000 (earth 
calendar). 

M ericans or Merry kins 

Language ection has not decided which one of t hese terms tran lates 
more truly from Nor Thameri dialects. In this Preliminary Report, the 
writers have cho en "Merrykin ," and will u this t rm con i tently 
when referring to the pa t inhabitants of or Thameri. (It i f It that 
this word con titutes a sort of bilingual, trans-galaxy pun describing 
the e p ople. Indeed, they merrily pur u d pleasure and t he material 
life even as their civilization wa disintegrating.) 

ECTIO E 

The Educational Sy tem 

Let u begin this section with the complimentary tatem nt t hat these 
primitiv being had an inkling of the tremendous importance of a quality 
public ducational ystem. They made a start in thi direction, but little 
more; they never committed a much as 5 o of their total national 
product to public education (as contrast d, for example, with our 25 o ). 

Even the slight amount of or Thameri ducational literature which we 
have discovered abounds with statements concerning various materials 
and programs which "th schools could not afford." owhere have we 
found empha is for the obvious truth that a people cannot afford not 
to educate its young in the best possible manner. 
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OTE: With regard to th literature, in gen ral, of the Merrykin , 
it hould be r corded that vid ntly th y did write wid ly, upon many 
topic . However, om tr mely voracious bacterium - pas ibly intro­
due d a a weapon of warfare - d troyed mo t book and paper . 
Furthermore, a tr nd d v lop d in the lat 1900' to commit all printed 
matt r onto micro/lam - an un ophi ti ated photographic proce . Vir­
tually no microflam ha urvi d in a l gible condition. Thus the amount 
of print d matt r - du ational literatur included - which we have 
to work with i not xt n iv . Mor ov r, Language ction ha not 

t b n able to under tand mo t Earth dial cts thoroughly. The or 
Thameri dialect p cially em phonetically incon i tent, flippantly 
idiomatic, and filled with many u age of the am word. In fact, the 
Nor Thameri languag , when introduced into the P17-Baa Wide Range 
Language Interpr ter, continually "blow " th fu e of thi , our mo t 
advanc d comput r.) 

Th Merrykin p nt more of their wealth (munny) upon igeret 
(q.v.), for exampl , than they sp nt upon ducation. The uriou habit 
which the e p ople had of inhaling and xhaling the make from mall 
moldering cylinder of cru h d gra ha b n de cribed in another 

ction of the Ma ter R port. Earthlings are the only b ing we hav 
ncount red, ali or ar h ologically, who indulg d in thi puzzling activ­

ity. Ind ed th mo t ommon ingle artifact of or Thameri civiliza­
tion which we ha e uncovered (wid ly catt r d) i a mall di h or 
auc r with rece about its p rimet r. Thi wa th astray, u d to 

hold, t mporarily, the burning sigeret , and th olid- tate residue ther -
from. We earlier thought that the e astray w r om type of chalk­
hold r u d in the chool . 

School Building 

or Thameri er et d larg , turdy building to 
fforts. Our General Ar haeology ection cla i­

building in th "chambered airn group" with the "Orkney " 
of " cotchland," a much older civilization upon th ame planet. Rem­
nants of the outer foundation and the inn r partition wall of Merrykin 

hool buildings have b n found. They indicate for th most part plain 
building , unimaginativ but ub tantial. Ruin of th inn r walls indi­
cat g nerally r ctangular clashrooms, all of roughly th ame ize and 
arrang m nt. M rrykin childr n appar ntly w r r markably similar 
to each other in per onality and capacity. 

Probably the mo t nigmatic conclu ion r garding the chool building 
of or Tham ri i thi : all vid nee indicates that the e tructures were 
in u only during the daylight hour of half th day of th year. The 
faciliti normally wer not utilized for vening ducational work, for 
hobby developm nt, for phy ical exerci e program , for community meet­
ing or r creation. The building were virtually de ert d during week-
nd , and not wid ly utiliz d during warm weather p r iod . It i puzzling 
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why the Merrykin , having xpended larg um of public munny con­
structing chool building , did not put the building into wide general 
usag . Other a tivities, particularly phy ical ex rcise program and 
community recr ation, were greatly need d by th native of or 
Tham r i, e p cially when th y gained a large amount of l i ur time 
(q.v.), which they knew not how to employ. 

curiou fact has come to light from our routine but quite pr ci 
physical examination of chool building ruin . In ach teaching tation 
( lashroom), the floor is worn down more d ply in th front area than 
in th remaind r of the room. This ituation is to b studied furth r, 
perhaps when mor ha b n learned about th methodology of Merry­
kin t achers. 

CHOOL DMINI TRATIO 

The Princey-Pal 

n of th administrative officers of the Merrykin chool wa th 
Princey-Pal. In th ir native dialect, thi term might indicate a ort of 
combination ruler and fri nd. This offic r s em to have been th 
activi t among chool admini trators. Hi duties vid ntly lay within 
th categorie : 

a. Totaling day in attendance and days of ab nc 
(M rrykin school administrator seem to have be n mor 
the number of days a pupil att nded chool than with 
to him while in school.) 

for all pupil . 
concern d with 
what happen d 

b. Accounting for mall munnys exp nd d by pupils for milk, lunch, 
and writing pap r . ( pent hour in "munny bank " - q.v. - with bag 
and rolls of "coin ," i.e., metal mimny.) 

c. Purcha ing p ncil harp ner , window hade , and other mall 
articles. 

d. Di ciplining or "puni hing" pupil who broke the r ule in variou 
clashroom in his hool. (NOTE: Our language contain no xact syn­
onym for "punish." Their infinitive "to puni h" ncompas s our term 
"to explain," "to orr et," and "to di approve," but "to puni h" m 
tom an more than the e.) 

The uper-I ntention 

Another admini trative offic r in Men--ykin chool wa the Super-In­
tention . This office was high r than that of the Princey-Pal. The uper­
Intention appar ntly admini t red veral chool building , or a fi ed 
group of educational units. May have po d xtra eyes, as he em 
to have kept an eye upon every operational d tail. Evidently he had 
not d veloped the ability to del gate responsibility. A r curring phra e 
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in th literature of ducational admini tration tran late 'keep a finger 
on every detail." W hav interpreted thi a idiomatic rather than 
lit ral. 

Th po ition of Super-lnt ntion i not und r tood l arly at thi writ­
ing; it i hop d that w will 1 am more about thi offi e a we continu 
our study. 

M chanical Equipment : The Valley of the Dials 

limited a th Merrykin were in their knowledge of mechanical 
ngin ering, nonethel it wa in their machin and gadg ts that th y 

mo t widely urpa ed the p ople of other ar a of plan t Earth. The point 
ha b n made el wh r in thi Report that d pit their di mal po erty 
- by our standard - th M rrykin actually w r much mor affluent 
(mat rially) than w re oth r group of Earth inhabitants. 

Th chool of or Tham ri featured uch gadg ts a /Zam projector , 
r cording devices and ( p cially) teaching ma hine . The utilization 
of t aching machine (variou array of bo e and g ar ) wa ba ed upon 
the work of an arly in tigator who wa abl to teach pigeon (an 
xtin t Earth bird) to dan . It i not known wh ther or not the M rry­

kin chool children 1 arn d to dance. The term "pig on-to d" doe occur 
now and then de cribing p r on ; the po sibl d rivative relation hip h r 

obviou . 

Th fact that the M rrykin implement d thi pedagogical rationale 
impli s that th y consider d rote learning mor important than under­
tanding. The role of th la hroom teacher in th mid t of these gad­

g · i not yet clear to u . P robably their program wa d eply influenc d 
by machine ; the cov r (only) of a book entitl d Developing the M otor 

kills of Children ha b n found, along with many r ferences to a book 
appar ntly entitl d Th Valley of the Dials. 

pecial Category: Th Zonate Amphitheater 

There is one par ticular ruin, oft n found in a ociation with Merrykin 
school r iduum which w ar unable to und r tand or classify. Thi 
, ha e termed th 'Zonate Amphitheater.' Thi intriguing ruin i g n­
erally found in conne tion with the villag "high chool" (q.v.), either 
phy ically contiguou or b aring the ame marking or mblem (such a 
a tig r, eagle, or etc.). 

Th "Zonate Amphith at r" in phy ical d r iption i a rectangular 
plot of ground alway pr i ely 100 yard (Earth linear measurement) 
by 53 1/3 yard . Thi i ab olut . At either nd, past the sacrosanct 
100 yard , there i om variety in marking . But th 100 x 53 1/ 3 
mea urement never vari . 
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Within thi plot, looking l ngthwi e, ther are tran ver e line very 
five or ten yard . Many att mpt hav b n made to interpret th se 
grid-like demarcation : on cannot "tell time," d t rmine moon phases, 
or pr diet temperatur by the lines. Th y do not orr pond to pr -
vail ing wind curr nt , to lin of longitud or latitud , or t he like. In­
d d, in various g ographic area , the Jin have nothing in common, 
exc pt their plac m nt (5 or 10 yard apart and at right angles to th 
id lin perimeters). It wa originally concluded by our inve tigator 

that the e lin d plo were ome type of ingle-plan , uni-dim n ional 
"h ng " (a " ton henge" and other old r Earth r lie ) . 

Whil the ' h ng " theory is questionable, surely th "zonate amphi-
theater " mu t have held r ligiou ignificance in the t mperate-climate 
ar a of or Tham ri. The lined plots g nerally were urround d by 

ating arrangement , often quite numerou and always quite uncomfort­
able. These eat often w r con tructed of a typ of ynthesized tone-
war , with which th primitiv were surpri ingly proficient. 

f cour e, thi concr te evidence can tell u only a limited amount. 
It wa natural to attempt to a sociate the e "zonate amphitheaters" with 
the earlier "Roaming- hri tian" (q.v.) practic of sacrificing human vic­
tim to wild animal , whil large crowd looked on . It has not b n 
po ible to ub tantiate uch a connection. Apparently, or Tham ri 
crowd never witn ss d the sacrificing of victims to lions ( xc pt, 
possibly, in the ar a of the larg lak villag of Detrot). Moreov r, this 
Jin of t hought till leave in que tion th function of t hose ubiquitous 
line upon the fi ld . 

The pr ence of large eating facilitie i con ist nt with the penchant 
of th Earthling for spectating. They wer , in fact, uch confirm d 
p ctator that we are bewild r d by the planet' di a trou ly high birth 

rat (q.v.) . Th fact that pur pectator ould maintain such a r pro­
ductiv tempo cau d u to conclude originally that the e being r pro­
due d in ome qui t, intell ctual, mono- exual, egg-laying manner. Thi 
theory has b en d troy d by what we hav be n abl to r ad from 
their literature, adv rti ing ign , and so forth. Actually, the e poor 
being w re ob e d with sax (q.v.). 

The Krikulum 

Th next portion of ction E will attempt to d crib the educational 
program of th M rrykins, known as th Krikttltlm. Thi portion of the 
R port is now in pr paration. 




