


The Journal of Educational Thought, Vol. 28, No. 1, April 1994 123

In the second chapter the authors focus on the successes and failures
of the organization in the years 1948-1977. In so doing they provide more
interesting reading than the chronological approach taken in the first
chapter. Brief but informative accounts of such projects as inservice, the
CEA short course for Administrators, research and service activities, and
teacher exchange programs illustrate some of the significant achievements
and advances of the organization. In both of these chapters, the authors
emphasize the contributions of individuals who have had profound impact
on the accomplishments of the organization and on its persistent efforts to
meet the perceived educational needs of the provinces. Particular note is
made of the contributions of Dr. F.K. Stewart, who held the position of
Executive Director from 1947 to 1977,

In the final chapter the authors describe the chronological sequence of
events in the "Expansion Years" from 1977 to 1991. While information
regarding the trials and tribulations of reorganization, the establishment of
objectives and priorities, and revamped committees provide the reader with
insight into the internal workings of the CEA and an appreciation for their
efforts in providing valuable services to education, some will find that the
chapter suffers from too much attention to irrelevant and often trivial
detail. For example, few readers will find it useful to know that the format
of the annual report "was changed to typewritten 8.5" x 11" paper" in 1978
because the report required the approval of the Board of Directors.

However, the authors do what they set out to do: to provide a
historical overview of the evolution and development of the organization.
In so doing, they identify those achievements of which the organization is
justifiably proud and give due credit to those who worked diligently to
make CEA a viable and respected organization. If there is a major
weakness, it is that they pay inadequate attention to the social, political,
cultural, and economic forces to which the organization was obliged to
respond in order to remain effective during its first century. The Canadian
Educational Association has done much to shape education in this country.
The authors identify many of the contributions made by the Association,
but pay too much attention to chronological details rather than to the








