


The Journal of Educational Thought, Vol. 29, No. 1, Apnil 1995 113

Part 1, "The Public Construct of the Common School” contains the
strongest contributions in the collection. Tim Mitchell’s "Forging a New
Protestant Ontario on the Agricultural Frontier" uses an impressive array
of primary and secondary sources to examine how localized factors in
Brandon led to the Manitoba School Question. Similarly, Richard Henley's
"The School Question Continued" looks at the long term consequences of
introducing restrictive language legislation in the province of Manitoba.
His observation that "school systems are a product of their own history” (p.
68) is central to a conceptual understanding of education as a multi-layered
social process. These two studies appear to contradict strongly the problem
of reconciling macro- and micro-levels of power posed by Osborne in his
introduction.

Part II, "Opening Pedagogical Spaces," expands our understanding of
education beyond that of the formal system. "To Rouse the Workers from
Apathy and Indifference" by Tom Mitchell and Rosa del Carmen Bruno-
Jofre examines the manner in which organized workers, political
organizations, and middle class reformers were "instrumental in shaping the
political views and consciousness of workers” (p. 101). What is missing in
this contribution is further illumination of the inmsider response of
representatives of the working class. Gerhard Ens’s "Mennonites and
Modernism" points to factors outside of the immediate context of Manitoba
and the Manitoba School Question which lead to conflicts within the
Mennonite community over traditional and revisionist interpretations of
education. Ens’s study employs historical and ethnographic perspectives to
empbhasize that cultural hegemonic factors form only one of many different
kinds of constraints which impinge upon the values and beliefs which
surround educational practice.

Parts III and IV of the text deal with "Teacher Education in Manitoba"
and "Teacher Organizations." "Teacher Education in Manitoba 1945-1982"
by Alexander Gregor is a primarily descriptive account which traces how
chromnic problems of short supply and inadequate preparation during World
War I were alleviated finally in the 1970s. Ironically, it is this period in
which the decision was made to provide an integrated program of teacher
training in universities. Different constructions of what constitutes
academic standards and professionalism and the inherent tension between
these two domains form the basis of Gregor's thorough treatment.
Mitchell’s "We Must Stand Fast for the Sake of our Profession," describes
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precisely how representative Shack’s experiences were or how they connect
with the other contributions in this collection. In contrast, "The Oblate
Sisters, a Manitoba Order" by Rosa del Carmen Bruno-Jofre draws on
extensive archival sources including diaries, letters, and oral testimonials to
trace the birth of the order "within the context of the Manitoba School
Question" (p. 554). In a work which is highly reminiscent of Marta
Danylewycz’s study of convent life in Quebec, Bruno-Jofre explores the
relationship between members of the Order and the Archbishop Langevin
following the Laurier-Greenway compromise of 1896. This study of the
convent community from an inner perspective effectively reverses "top-
down" or "event-oriented” treatments of the Manitoba School Crisis
traditionally constructed in a patriarchal image.

Taken as a whole, Issues in the History of Education in Manitoba is a
fragmented collection of essays which lacks a central theme. If you throw
anything into a pot, it does not guarantee a good stew. The lack of overall
continuity and the detachment of the introduction from the body of essays
detracts from the strong contributions contained in this collection. There
are notable omissions including the relationship between schooling and
family life and childhood, the culture of the classroom, and the
development of curricula which might be included in a future study. This
collection ideally should have been divided into two of three separate
publications each one dealing with a series of themes perhaps
chronologically arranged to suggest some connections between aspects of
the social history of education in Manitoba. The central strength of this
collection is that it does attest to the overall complexity and diversity of
educational history in Manitoba and elsewhere. At a prohibitive price of
$109.95, this collection of essays will sit primarily on library shelves in
universities or colleges as an informative resource for selective usage.
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