





TEACHERLY LOVE 259

1997). I contend that teacherly love is a distinct and unique
variety of love both like and unlike other varieties of love that
have been previously explored.

What is This Thing Called Love?

Love has been exhaustively explored by psychologists. However,
virtually all of the scientific research done on love has focused
exclusively on heterosexual, adult-adult romantic/erotic love
(Sternberg 1988b); there has been little inquiry into the specific
nature of the many other loving relationships people encounter
in their daily lives. Psychologist Robert Sternberg (1988a; 1988b)
has developed a model of love useful for understanding the love
found in classrooms: unlike the many models and analyses of
love that emphasize attraction and arousal, Sternberg’s model
can be applied to nonsexual varieties of love.
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Sternberg calls his model “the triangular theory of love”
(1988a), and suggests that love can be understood in terms of
three components - intimacy, commitment, and passion - that
form the three sides of a triangle (see Figure 1).












































