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offenses from arrest and judicial punishment. In a time of
widespread rioting, looting and disorder, measures necessary to
control disturbances which threaten public order- mass arrests ...
for example, may also substantially increase the possibility that
innocent individuals will be arrested and punished. In this
situation, to what extent is it justifiable to risk punishing innocent
people in order to control riots? How far may public officials risk the
public’s safety to protect individuals from miscarriages of justice?
The answers to these questions will require a determination of the
relative importance of these considerations in the particular
situation. (1988, p. 8)
The questions Wallace poses are one example of the way a classroom
discussion on conflicting democratic principles might begin. Introducing
students to the idea that there are problems of relevance and problems
of conflict is an important task for educators teaching for citizenship.
This is because learning to deliberate in the public sphere is, in part,
learning to understand the nature of disagreement in order to keep
dissenting views from paralyzing discussion. Recognizing that other
perspectives have moral worth, that is, they fit within a framework that
is recognizably moral, is a beginning. Knowing that we can learn more
about the issues that divide us may not dissolve those divisions, but it
is a place to find some common ground. The knowledge that other people
have legitimate points of view, even when you do not share them, is
essential political knowledge. This knowledge, coupled with a belief in
the possibility of rationally solving problems, moves deliberation
forward. Wallace writes, “if it should turn out that such problems do not
admit of solution by rational means, then it is not clear why any moral
considerations should be of great concern to those committed to seeking
intelligent reasoned solutions to the problems of living” (1988, p. 8).

The Impersonal Versus the Personal Standpoint

Nagel (1991) also provides a promising way to view the task of
citizenship education in terms of learning to deliberate, although he does
not write explicitly about this enterprise in Equality and Partiality.
Instead he lays out an argument for social and political deliberation that
recognizes individuals are pulled in different directions by two
standpoints held simultaneously: the personal and the impersonal. This
is not the first time such a division has been pointed out by a
philosopher. Walzer (1999) speaks of a divided self in Thick and Thin
and adds a further division; people are divided selves first as individuals
occupying different roles (parent, teacher, friend) second as inheritors of
































