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For some time now the world’s most populous nation, China, has been
engaged in a variety of educational reforms as central cultural and
political policy. These reforms are comprehensive and involve the full
range of educational experiences from kindergarten through
university graduate studies. They involve the potential transformation
of Chinese education, admittedly influenced by outside forces for
over a hundred years, into something which looks rather like the
system of education in Canada and the United States. To help them in
this reform process many Chinese institutions are forming alliances
with outside educational institutions in countries around the world,
though especially in Europe and North America. (For example, a
number of institutions in the province of Alberta, Canada are involved
via the Canadian International Development Agency working with
the Chinese in upgrading elementary school teachers in remote
western regions of the country.) Thus China forms one giant case
study of the applicability of educational reform inspired by one set of
local conditions (those of the West) to another (those of China). China
cannot be ignored any longer, as it now possesses perhaps the world’s
second largest economy and one of the most comprehensive economic
systems on the planet. It can boast that it will go to the moon in 2008,
the year that it also hosts the Summer Olympics in Beijing. It is true
that this is an economic system that largely affects only about 300
million of the 1.3 billion who live there. But those 300 million are
enjoying a very rapidly rising standard of living and an approach to
Western standards unprecedented in the history of the world. For the
rest, the peasants in the countryside, their workaday life is much as it
has been for the last 2000 years, but at least they are watched over by
a government that is concerned for their education, their health care,
and their longevity, as well as their food supply.

There is some sense in which the methods at all levels toward
which the Chinese are moving are of the “progressive” or Deweyan
kind. Dewey, you will recall, was not in favour of waste in education.
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