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us to our paradigms of study. However, what guides our questions?
I believe it is our world-view. I will define world-view as the lens
through which we view our world. This lens affects our perspective.
Eyeglasses have a similar effect. Lenses in eyeglasses can either
improve your sight or diminish your sight. If you are far sighted, you
may need glasses toread. However, those same glasses could prevent
you from seeing objects that are further away. Similarly, the lens of
your world-view could limit your sight in a particular situation and
may require an adjustment. If we constantly ask questions that
presume an objective reality, our perspective will consistently be
quantitative/positivistic.

This also applies to pedagogy. Through our world-views come our
paradigms of teaching and thus our questions. Because of this, it is
imperative to bring world-views to the forefront in education. The
guiding question (parallel to research) would be, our question guides
our teaching. However, what constitutes the question in teaching?
White (1995) writes that the important questions of teachers and
instruction focus on how children learn and what theories a teacher
holds in high priority. Fenstermacher and Soltis (1998) write that
the two questions that determine the approach teachers adopt focus
on what students need to know and how we, as a society, qualify
teachers. 1 submit that the questions in teaching are much more
complex. The questions involve issues of reality of both content,
institutional roles, and professional roles, educational relationships
(teacher-to-student, student-to-content, and teacher-to-content), and
methodology (the means of transferring or creating knowledge,
depending on your world-view). The questions of teaching are
multifaceted and emergent. Is it our curriculum, “How can my
students best learn this material?” On the other hand, could our
personal perspectives provide a basis for our question about teaching
and learning, “How do I believe I can best teach these students?”
Still, the situation could provide a basis for the question, “What is
best for this group of students, or this particular concept?” The
complexity of the question of teaching yields a need for a multi-
faceted look at teaching.

Our pedagogy will reflect our paradigm/world-view (Kaplan,
1991; Peterson, Fennema, Carpenter, & Loef, 1989). What teachers
believe to be the reality in a classroom or with a group of students,
directly influences our methods of teaching. Similarly, teacher’s
epistemological view affects pedagogy. Therefore, how do we address
issues of world-view within teacher education? My proposal is to


















































