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As the editors we lift up those who have contributed to this special issue, Strengths of Our 

Community. To coincide with the World Indigenous Suicide Prevention Conference, we called 

for papers from the presenters that would examine Culture/Language/Land, Data & Policy, 

2SGBTQQIA, Youth, Creative Expression through Arts, Healing, Lived Experience, 

Intergenerational Connections and Community Collaborations. Suicide is still one of the leading 

causes of death among Indigenous people. The ongoing challenges associated with the legacy of 

colonization of Indigenous people across the globe still haunts Indigenous communities and steals 

hope for the future from our youth.  

The intergenerational impact of colonization and genocide has been confirmed and is now 

in the consciousness of Canadians with the recent discovery of unmarked graves and mass grave 

sites on the grounds of former residential schools. The common theme among these articles is that 

they honour the voices of Indigenous people to share the healing and creation of a path forward 

from the ongoing oppression, racism, and colonization.  

The articles and art selected showcase the strength of our communities to come together 

to address the issue of suicide. The healing that has happened in the community since the forced 

colonization and genocide is inspiring and needs to be celebrated. The revitalization of culture, 

language, connection to the land, importance of identity has all been shown to be effective as 

prevention and healing tools among Indigenous populations. So often our communities are 

portrayed as being in deficit, with all the negative statistics and reports that compares Indigenous 

people to non-Indigenous people. This journal fills a gap in the literature by promoting community 

Licensed under Creative Commons

Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike License

Volume 4, Issue 1 (October 2015)

http://w w w.hawaii.edu/sswork/jisd 

http://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/

handle/10125/37602

E-ISSN 2164-9170

pp. 1-15

Reaching Harmony Across Indigenous and Mainstream 

Research Contexts: An Emergent Narrative

Catherine E. Burnette  

Tulane University

Shanondora Billiot 

Washington University in St. Louis

Key Words

Indigenous research • power • decolonizing research • critical theory

Abstract

 Research with indigenous communities is one of the few areas of research 

encompassing profound controversies, complexities, ethical responsibilities, and 

historical context of exploitation and harm. Often this complexity becomes 

overwhelmingly apparent to the early career researcher who endeavors to make 

meaningful contributions to decolonizing research. Decolonizing research has the 

capacity to be a catalyst for the improved wellbeing and positive social change among 

indigenous communities and beyond. T e purpose of this critical analysis is to reach 

harmony across mainstream and indigenous research contexts. We martial critical 

theory to deconstruct barriers to decolonizing research, such as power inequities, 

and identify strategies to overcome these barriers. First, we critically analyze the 

historical context of decolonizing research with indigenous communities. Next, 

we analyze the concept of “ insider” and “outsider” research. We identify barriers 

and strategies toward f nding harmony across indigenous and mainstream research 

paradigms and contexts. 

 Few areas encompass the profound controversy, complexities, ethical 

responsibilities, and historical context as research with indigenous communities 

(Burnette &  Sanders, 2014; Burnette, Sanders, Butcher, &  Salois, 2011; Deloria, 

1991; Smith, 2007; Smith, 2012). T e depth of this tension is overwhelmingly 

apparent to the early career researcher who endeavors to make meaningful 

contributions through research with indigenous communities (Burnette &  Sanders, 

2014; Burnette, Sanders, Butcher, &  Rand, 2014). As Mihesuah (2006) aptly notes, 

“So many indigenous people and our allies are f nding their voices, and they are 

expressing their thoughts. But speaking out can still be precarious, especially for 

those who haven’t graduated or haven’t received tenure…” (p. 131).
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voice and solutions and celebrates the successes. The care and compassion our people use in 

dealing with this heavy topic is truly inspiring.  

Each contributor acknowledged the importance of culture, social supports, spirituality, 

connection to the land, interconnection to all living things, and language in the promotion of life 

and living in wellness. The understanding that all individuals journey to wellness is unique and 

that the basic needs need to be met including the social determinants of health (housing, education, 

food, culture) and the need for love, purpose, and hope. The understanding that healing is a lifelong 

commitment and that it is our responsibility to each other to support that.  

We want to acknowledge and express our deep condolences to you who have lost family, 

friends and loved ones to suicide. We hope these articles provide comfort in knowing that there 

are understanding people who are working to promote life, healing, and hope.  

We would like to acknowledge that this special issue would not be possible without the 

commitment and guidance of our Copy Editor Dr. Gladys Rowe and Operations Manager Dr. 

Tabitha Robin Martens. We are grateful to these young Indigenous scholars for your dedication, 

insight, and love to promote Indigenous voices.  

 

Ekosi, Miigwech, Mahsi, Wopida, Thank you 

Stephanie Sinclair and Carla Cochrane, Special Edition Editors  


