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ENGLANDENGLAND ANDAND CANADA:CANADA: AA MINIMINI COMPARISON*COMPARISON*� 

DuringDuring MayMay andand JuneJune ofof 1970,1970, itit waswas mymy privilegeprivilege toto bebe aa visitingvisiting professorprofessor 
atat thethe UniversityUniversity ofof ExeterExeter inin itsits DiplomaDiploma ProgramProgram inin CounsellingCounselling andand toto 
visitvisit locallocal educationaleducational authorities,authorities, collegescolleges ofof education,education, andand universitiesuniversities inin 
otherother partsparts ofof England.England. AtAt thethe conclusionconclusion ofof mymy staystay inin Exeter,Exeter, II waswas aa guestguest 
ofof thethe BritishBritish CouncilCouncil andand visitedvisited counsellorcounsellor educationeducation programsprograms atat twotwo otherother 
universities,universities, KeeleKeele andand Reading,Reading, asas wellwell asas secondarysecondary schoolschool counsellorscounsellors inin 
twotwo regionallyregionally differentdifferent LocalLocal EducationalEducational Authorities-SchoolAuthorities-School Districts.Districts. 

AsAs oneone whowho hashas beenbeen bothboth aa secondarysecondary schoolschool andand universityuniversity counsellorcounsellor 
inin CanadaCanada andand thethe U.S.A.,U.S.A., whatwhat werewere byby impressionsimpressions ofof schoolschool counsellingcounselling inin 
England?England? 

ItIt waswas soonsoon apparentapparent toto meme thatthat schoolschool counsellingcounselling inin EnglandEngland isis aa new­new­
comercomer toto thethe educationaleducational scenescene andand stillstill inin itsits infancy.infancy. WhileWhile itit hashas manymany 
facetsfacets inin commoncommon withwith secondarysecondary schoolschool counsellingcounselling inin NorthNorth America,America, itit 
doesdoes havehave somesome differences,differences, particularly,particularly, inin termsterms ofof thethe historicalhistorical back­back­
groundground inin whichwhich itit isis beingbeing implemented.implemented. 

TheThe EducationEducation ActAct ofof EnglandEngland andand Wales,Wales, 19441944 increasedincreased thethe lengthlength ofof 
schoolingschooling fromfrom ageage 1414 toto 1515 yearsyears (in(in 1972-73,1972-73, thisthis willwill bebe extendedextended toto ageage 
16),16), andand broadenedbroadened thethe curriculumcurriculum offeringsofferings byby increasingincreasing thethe typestypes ofof pro­pro­
gramsgrams availableavailable toto students.students. AfterAfter writingwriting thethe II 11++ examination,examination, thethe studentstudent 
enrolledenrolled atat aa grammargrammar school,school, technicaltechnical school,school, oror modernmodern school,school, depend­depend­
inging uponupon hishis examinationexamination resultsresults andand vocatioOlilvocatioOlil plans.plans. AsAs thethe fallacyfallacy ofof thisthis 
earlyearly andand dangerousdangerous segregatedsegregated streamingstreaming waswas soonsoon realized,realized, experimentalexperimental 
programsprograms withwith comprehensivecomprehensive secondarysecondary schoolsschools (multi-stream(multi-stream programsprograms 
withinwithin oneone school)school) werewere started.started. TheThe resultresult hashas beenbeen thatthat thethe majoritymajority ofof 
professionalprofessional educatorseducators andand thethe publicpublic havehave beenbeen expressingexpressing aa desiredesire forfor con­con­
versionversion ofof allall secondarysecondary schoolsschools intointo comprehensivecomprehensive schools.schools. LastLast year,year, priorprior 
toto itsits defeat,defeat, thethe LabourLabour GovernmentGovernment hadhad requestedrequested informationinformation fromfrom allall 
LocalLocal EducationEducation AuthoritiesAuthorities regardingregarding theirtheir plansplans forfor conversionconversion toto com­com­
prehensiveprehensive secondarysecondary schools.schools. ItIt seemedseemed toto bebe thethe feelingfeeling ofof EnglishEnglish educa­educa­
torstors thatthat ifif thethe LabourLabour GovernmentGovernment hadhad beenbeen re-elected,re-elected, comprehensivecomprehensive 
schoolsschools wouldwould havehave beenbeen legislated.legislated. This,This, ofof course,course, wouldwould havehave beenbeen thethe 
deathdeath knellknell ofof thethe DirectDirect GrammarGrammar SchoolsSchools whichwhich getget theirtheir fundsfunds directlydirectly 
fromfrom thethe centralcentral governmentgovernment andand dodo notnot comecome underunder jurisdictionjurisdiction ofof thethe LocalLocal 
EducationalEducational AuthoritiesAuthorities (L.E.A.).(L.E.A.). TheseThese schoolsschools areare modelledmodelled onon thethe segre­segre­
gatedgated EnglishEnglish PublicPublic School-EtonSchool-Eton andand Harrow-andHarrow-and havehave alwaysalways servedserved 
anan eliteelite groupgroup butbut werewere requiredrequired toto allowallow twenty-fivetwenty-five perper centcent ofof theirtheir enrol­enrol­
mentment spacespace forfor brightbright studentsstudents recommendedrecommended byby thethe LocalLocal EducationalEducational 
Authority.Authority. 

ItIt isis easyeasy toto realizerealize thatthat inin orderorder toto operateoperate anan effectiveeffective comprehensivecomprehensive 
school,school, aa radicalradical changechange ofof philosophyphilosophy andand commitmentcommitment fromfrom thatthat prevail-prevail­

'Paper'Paper presentedpresented atat thethe CanadianCanadian GuidanceGuidance andand CounsellingCounselling Conference,Conference, Toronto,Toronto, June,June, 1971.1971. 
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inging inin thethe segregatedsegregated schoolsschools waswas requiredrequired bothboth inin thethe schoolschool staffstaff andand inin thethe 
curriculum.curriculum. ThisThis waswas obviouslyobviously muchmuch moremore difficultdifficult forfor thosethose teachersteachers whowho 
hadhad beenbeen teachingteaching inin grammargrammar schoolsschools forfor manymany yearsyears becausebecause theythey werewere nono 
longerlonger involvedinvolved withwith anan eliteelite intellectualintellectual group.group. TheThe uniqueunique homogeneoushomogeneous 
groupgroup becamebecame aa heterogeneousheterogeneous one.one. 

WhileWhile thethe counsellorcounsellor isis aa newcomernewcomer toto thethe EnglishEnglish educationaleducational scene,scene, 
mostmost schoolsschools havehave beenbeen receivingreceiving thethe servicesservices ofof aa careerscareers master.master. ItIt hashas 
beenbeen hishis responsibilityresponsibility toto provideprovide vocationalvocational informationinformation toto studentsstudents andand toto 
actact asas aa liaisonliaison withwith locallocal employers,employers, therebythereby assistingassisting studentsstudents toto obtainobtain 
employmentemployment oror makemake careercareer plans.plans. Normally,Normally, thisthis personperson hadhad aa teachingteaching 
assignment,assignment, aa fewfew periodsperiods beingbeing allocatedallocated toto hishis careercareer mastermaster responsibilities.responsibilities. 

AnotherAnother traditionaltraditional factorfactor prevalentprevalent inin mostmost secondarysecondary schoolsschools intointo 
whichwhich thethe counsellorcounsellor hadhad toto "fit""fit" isis thethe HouseHouse TutorialTutorial System.System. UnderUnder thisthis 
system,system, thethe studentstudent bodybody isis divideddivided intointo aa numbernumber ofof HousesHouses eacheach withwith aa 
HouseHouse MasterMaster andand aa numbernumber ofof teachersteachers asas personalpersonal tutors.tutors. TheThe studentsstudents 
usuallyusually remainremain inin thethe samesame HouseHouse throughoutthroughout theirtheir staystay inin aa schoolschool andand 
thereforetherefore havehave thethe continuitycontinuity ofof contactcontact withwith thethe samesame HouseHouse StaffStaff membersmembers 
-unless-unless theythey changechange schools.schools. 

This,This, then,then, isis thethe educationaleducational milieumilieu intointo whichwhich thethe newnew EnglishEnglish educa­educa­
tiontion professional,professional, thethe secondarysecondary schoolschool counsellor,counsellor, isis beingbeing placed.placed. 

OneOne ofof thethe rolerole implementationimplementation factorsfactors whichwhich impressedimpressed meme mostmost waswas 
thethe factfact thatthat allall counsellorscounsellors werewere fullfull timetime professionallyprofessionally preparedprepared counsel­counsel­
lors.lors. ThisThis modelmodel prevailedprevailed inin twotwo widelywidely separatedseparated LocalLocal EducationalEducational Author­Author­
itiesities whichwhich II visited.visited. TheThe AmericansAmericans whowho helpedhelped thethe EnglishEnglish initiateinitiate theirtheir 
programsprograms hadhad convincedconvinced themthem thatthat thisthis waswas anan essentialessential aspectaspect ofof aa profes­profes­
sionalsional counsellingcounselling program.program. WhyWhy areare wewe unableunable toto convinceconvince provincialprovincial 
authoritiesauthorities andand schoolschool districtsdistricts inin CanadaCanada toto implementimplement aa similarsimilar policy?policy? 

HowHow dodo thesethese secondarysecondary counsellorscounsellors seesee theirtheir role?role? 
InIn oneone L.E.A.,L.E.A., II metmet withwith threethree counsellorscounsellors andand theirtheir principalsprincipals inin 

pairs,pairs, toto discussdiscuss theirtheir mutualmutual viewsviews ofof thethe counsellor'scounsellor's role.role. ItIt waswas soonsoon 
apparentapparent thatthat althoughalthough thesethese threethree counsellorscounsellors werewere graduatesgraduates ofof thethe samesame 
counsellorcounsellor educationeducation program,program, theythey eacheach hadhad theirtheir ownown uniqueunique emphasisemphasis inin 
thethe implementationimplementation ofof theirtheir roles.roles. ItIt shouldshould bebe notednoted thatthat allall threethree counsel­counsel­
lorslors werewere locatedlocated inin comprehensivecomprehensive coeducationalcoeducational secondarysecondary schools.schools. 

OneOne counsellor,counsellor, whowho hadhad anan excellentexcellent relationshiprelationship withwith hishis headmaster­headmaster­
easilyeasily thethe bestbest ofof thethe three-seemedthree-seemed farfar tootoo involvedinvolved asas anan administrativeadministrative 
assistant.assistant. ThisThis isis notnot unusualunusual inin Canada.Canada. AsAs wewe areare allall aware,aware, itit isis frequentlyfrequently 
aa criticismcriticism ofof counsellorscounsellors thatthat theythey letlet themselvesthemselves becomebecome pseudo-administra­pseudo-administra­
torstors insteadinstead ofof concentratingconcentrating onon servingserving studentsstudents byby ensuringensuring thatthat thethe major­major­
ityity ofof theirtheir timetime isis spentspent interactinginteracting withwith clients.clients. ThisThis samesame counsellorcounsellor waswas 
notnot overlyoverly concernedconcerned thatthat studentsstudents hadhad toto walkwalk throughthrough thethe DeputyDeputy Head­Head­
master'smaster's officeoffice toto visitvisit withwith thethe counsellorcounsellor inin hishis office.office. 

OneOne thingthing thatthat impressedimpressed meme inin thisthis particularparticular situationsituation waswas thethe factfact 
thatthat thethe headmasterheadmaster andand counsellorcounsellor had,had, forfor thethe benefitbenefit ofof bothboth staffstaff andand 
parents,parents, aa mutuallymutually agreed-upon,agreed-upon, writtenwritten descriptiondescription ofof thethe counsellor'scounsellor's rolerole 
andand function.function. OnOn paper,paper, atat least,least, thisthis lookedlooked excellent,excellent, butbut itit diddid notnot appearappear 
toto meme thatthat itit waswas beingbeing practiced.practiced. InIn thisthis case,case, thethe counsellorcounsellor waswas responsibleresponsible 
forfor coordinatingcoordinating thethe HouseHouse TutorialTutorial SystemSystem whichwhich hadhad beenbeen implementedimplemented atat 
thethe timetime ofof hishis appointment.appointment. Politically,Politically, thisthis waswas fortunatefortunate forfor himhim asas itit 
meantmeant hehe diddid notnot havehave toto fitfit intointo anan existingexisting HouseHouse SystemSystem whichwhich waswas func-func­
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tioningtioning withwith aa philosophyphilosophy contrarycontrary toto hishis own.own. AsAs therethere waswas nono previousprevious 
careerscareers mastermaster inin thisthis school,school, thethe counsellorcounsellor waswas responsibleresponsible forfor vocationalvocational 
counsellingcounselling forfor studentsstudents andand parentsparents asas wellwell asas forfor educationaleducational andand personalpersonal 
counselling.counselling. 

TheThe educationaleducational psychologistpsychologist inin thethe centralcentral officeoffice andand thethe counsellorcounsellor 
citedcited hadhad developeddeveloped aa statementstatement onon thethe rolerole ofof thethe counsellor.counsellor. UnderUnder "Unique"Unique 
AspectsAspects ofof thethe SchoolSchool Counsellor'sCounsellor's Role"Role" oneone ofof thethe statementsstatements whichwhich caughtcaught 
mymy attentionattention andand oneone whichwhich doesdoes notnot seemseem toto bebe mentionedmentioned oftenoften enoughenough inin 
NorthNorth AmericanAmerican literatureliterature waswas asas follows:follows: 

"He"He hashas aa specialspecial responsibilityresponsibility forfor studyingstudying thethe schoolschool asas aa miniatureminiature 
society.society. ThisThis impliesimplies observationobservation andand investigationinvestigation ofof howhow thethe systemsystem affectsaffects 
thethe individualindividual childchild (i.e.(i.e. Streaming,Streaming, Examination,Examination, DisciplinaryDisciplinary Methods)."Methods)." 

ThisThis statementstatement impliesimplies andand assumes,assumes, ofof course,course, thatthat thethe headmasterheadmaster wantswants 
andand isis securesecure enoughenough toto handlehandle thisthis typetype ofof criticalcritical analysis.analysis. AllAll tootoo often,often, 
unfortunately,unfortunately, tootoo manymany headmastersheadmasters areare tootoo easilyeasily threatenedthreatened byby suchsuch com­com­
ments.ments. MostMost professionalprofessional counsellorscounsellors agreeagree withwith thethe statementstatement andand believebelieve 
thatthat itit shouldshould bebe partpart ofof everyevery counsellor'scounsellor's rolerole andand thatthat thethe principal,principal, ifif hehe 
isis open-mindedopen-minded andand genuinelygenuinely concernedconcerned withwith hishis students,students, willwill encourageencourage 
suchsuch analyses.analyses. 

AnotherAnother counsellorcounsellor andand headmasterheadmaster toto whomwhom II spokespoke disagreeddisagreed asas toto 
wherewhere thethe counsellorcounsellor shouldshould placeplace hishis primeprime emphasis.emphasis. TheThe headmasterheadmaster feltfelt 
thatthat thethe counsellorcounsellor shouldshould bebe moremore concernedconcerned withwith thethe youngeryounger studentsstudents 
enteringentering thethe comprehensivecomprehensive school.school. TheThe counsellor,counsellor, however,however, waswas placingplacing hishis 
emphasisemphasis onon thethe seniorsenior students,students, particularlyparticularly onon theirtheir vocationalvocational counsellingcounselling 
concernsconcerns andand atat thethe samesame time,time, waswas occupiedoccupied withwith attendanceattendance forfor thethe generalgeneral 
studentstudent body.body. TheThe latterlatter waswas aa misusemisuse ofof hishis professionalprofessional preparationpreparation andand isis 
frequentlyfrequently aa criticismcriticism ofof CanadianCanadian counsellors.counsellors. WhileWhile thisthis oneone full-timefull-time 
counsellorcounsellor diddid havehave anan unreasonableunreasonable studentstudent loadload ofof 900900 students,students, itit seemedseemed 
thatthat likelike soso manymany counsellors,counsellors, hehe hadhad misemphasizedmisemphasized hishis rolerole priorities.priorities. 

TheThe lastlast counsellorcounsellor visitedvisited hadhad aa trulytruly professionalprofessional understandingunderstanding ofof thethe 
counsellor'scounsellor's rolerole andand waswas attemptingattempting toto implementimplement itit toto thethe bestbest ofof hishis abilityability 
andand toto thethe extentextent thatthat thethe environmentenvironment wouldwould permit.permit. ItIt waswas apparentapparent thatthat 
therethere waswas notnot thethe acceptanceacceptance ofof counsellingcounselling byby thethe headmasterheadmaster oror thethe staffstaff 
inin thisthis schoolschool thatthat therethere waswas inin thethe firstfirst casecase cited.cited. Nevertheless,Nevertheless, itit appearedappeared 
thatthat thethe counsellorcounsellor waswas muchmuch moremore awareaware ofof appropriateappropriate rolerole priorities.priorities. ForFor 
instance,instance, hehe waswas counsellingcounselling withwith severalseveral studentsstudents whowho hadhad schoolschool phobiaphobia 
problems.problems. OneOne twelvetwelve yearyear oldold boyboy whowho waswas fearfulfearful ofof schoolschool waswas beingbeing 
givengiven considerableconsiderable supportivesupportive therapytherapy byby thethe counsellorcounsellor asas wellwell asas somesome in­in­
structionalstructional assistanceassistance inin certaincertain circumstances.circumstances. TheThe counsellorcounsellor alsoalso knewknew hishis 
teachers,teachers, andand introducedintroduced meme toto oneone teacherteacher whowho waswas veryvery concernedconcerned aboutabout 
thethe lacklack ofof goodgood humanhuman relationsrelations betweenbetween somesome teachersteachers andand studentsstudents inin thethe 
school.school. TheThe mainmain problemproblem appearedappeared toto bebe thatthat thethe majoritymajority ofof staffstaff hadhad beenbeen 
accustomedaccustomed toto teachingteaching grammargrammar schoolschool studentsstudents (an(an eliteelite intellectualintellectual group)group) 
andand hadhad notnot fullyfully acceptedaccepted thethe philosophyphilosophy ofof comprehensivecomprehensive schoolsschools whichwhich 
areare responsibleresponsible forfor thethe educationeducation ofof allall students.students. 

InIn thethe secondsecond L.E.A.,L.E.A., II metmet withwith thethe counsellorscounsellors asas aa group.group. OnOn talkingtalking 
toto them,them, itit waswas soonsoon apparentapparent thatthat asas aa groupgroup theythey areare facedfaced withwith manymany ofof 
thethe samesame problemsproblems thatthat confrontconfront CanadianCanadian counsellors-suchcounsellors-such asas lacklack ofof rolerole 
definitiondefinition andand nono writtenwritten statementstatement forfor clarifyingclarifying theirtheir rolerole toto themselves,themselves, 
thethe principal,principal, teachers,teachers, parents,parents, andand students.students. ItIt waswas obvious,obvious, too,too, thatthat inin 
spitespite ofof thethe factfact theythey werewere allall full-timefull-time counsellors,counsellors, severalseveral ofof themthem lackedlacked 
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fullfull acceptanceacceptance byby theirtheir principalsprincipals andand werewere involvedinvolved forfor aa goodgood dealdeal ofof thethe 
timetime inin questionablequestionable rolerole duties-attendance,duties-attendance, substitutesubstitute teaching,teaching, clerical,clerical, 
administrativeadministrative work,work, andand disciplinediscipline problems.problems. 

Perhaps,Perhaps, criticismcriticism shouldshould bebe directeddirected towardstowards counsellorcounsellor educationeducation pro­pro­
gramsgrams whichwhich prepareprepare schoolschool counsellorscounsellors withoutwithout subjectingsubjecting thethe candidatescandidates toto 
aa thoroughthorough discussiondiscussion ofof thethe rolerole ofof thethe professionalprofessional schoolschool counsellorcounsellor andand 
thethe needneed forfor aa writtenwritten descriptiondescription ofof rolerole withinwithin thethe school.school. Administrators,Administrators, 
too,too, mustmust bebe exposedexposed toto aa thoroughthorough understandingunderstanding ofof thethe counsellor'scounsellor's rolerole 
duringduring theirtheir preparation.preparation. TheThe AmericanAmerican PersonnelPersonnel andand GuidanceGuidance Associa­Associa­
tiontion statementstatement onon thethe "Role"Role ofof thethe SecondarySecondary SchoolSchool Counsellor"Counsellor" wouldwould seemseem 
toto bebe anan essentialessential itemitem forfor discussiondiscussion withwith CanadianCanadian studentstudent counsellorscounsellors andand 
administratorsadministrators untiluntil suchsuch timetime asas thethe CanadianCanadian GuidanceGuidance andand CounsellingCounselling 
AssociationAssociation issuesissues aa comparablecomparable statement.statement. AsAs ShertzerShertzer andand StoneStone (1966)(1966) 
stated:stated: 

EveryEvery counsellor.counsellor. byby actsacts ofof omissionomission andand commission,commission, contributescontributes toto thethe 
expectationexpectation forfor schoolschool counsellors.counsellors. EachEach contributescontributes toto thethe successsuccess oror failurefailure 
ofof aa rolerole definitiondefinition acceptableacceptable toto presentpresent andand futurefuture counsellors.counsellors. DefiningDefining 
whatwhat isis andand whatwhat shouldshould bebe thethe counsellor'scounsellor's rolerole isis aa personalpersonal responsibilityresponsibility 
thatthat cannotcannot bebe avoided.avoided. ThoseThose who,who, becausebecause ofof ignoranceignorance oror indifference.indifference. 
trytry toto staystay onon thethe sidelines,sidelines, inevitablyinevitably influenceinfluence thethe coursecourse ofof events,events, eveneven 
thoughthough theirtheir influenceinfluence isis duedue toto lacklack ofof involvement.involvement. 

SchoolSchool counsellorscounsellors mustmust becomebecome moremore concernedconcerned andand sophisticatedsophisticated inin de­de­
finingfining whatwhat isis relevantrelevant inin thethe rolerole andand functionsfunctions ofof thethe schoolschool counsellor,counsellor, oror 
othersothers withwith lessless knowledgeknowledge ofof thethe professionalprofessional counsellor'scounsellor's rolerole willwill dodo itit 
forfor them.them. 

TheThe preparationpreparation ofof schoolschool counsellorscounsellors inin EnglandEngland isis currentlycurrently takingtaking 
placeplace atat fivefive universities:universities: Exeter,Exeter, Swansea,Swansea, Reading,Reading, KeeleKeele andand Manchester.Manchester. 
TheThe UniversityUniversity ofof LondonLondon isis aboutabout toto beginbegin aa program.program. InIn termsterms ofof need,need, 
however,however, thesethese programsprograms hardlyhardly beginbegin toto makemake aa dent,dent, asas thethe fivefive togethertogether 
areare onlyonly graduatinggraduating approximatelyapproximately 7575 studentsstudents perper year.year. ItIt isis obviousobvious that,that, 
ifif professionallyprofessionally preparedprepared counsellorscounsellors areare toto bebe mademade availableavailable inin EnglandEngland 
atat anan increasingincreasing raterate whichwhich willwill beginbegin toto meetmeet thethe need,need, counsellorcounsellor educationeducation 
programsprograms willwill havehave toto bebe expandedexpanded rapidlyrapidly inin aa mannermanner comparablecomparable toto thethe 
growthgrowth mademade possiblepossible inin thethe U.S.A.U.S.A. byby thethe NationalNational DefenseDefense EducationEducation ActAct 
ofof 19581958 andand itsits subsequentsubsequent extensions.extensions. 'Title'Title VaVa providedprovided fifteenfifteen millionmillion 
dollarsdollars perper yearyear forfor thethe strengtheningstrengthening ofof guidanceguidance servicesservices inin thethe schoolsschools 
andand TitleTitle VbVb providedprovided approximatelyapproximately 77 millionmillion dollarsdollars perper yearyear forfor thethe 
conduct"~conduct"~ ofof counsellorcounsellor educationeducation programs.programs. AA similarsimilar needneed existsexists inin CanadaCanada 
ifif minimumminimum standardsstandards ofof certificationcertification areare toto bebe rigidlyrigidly enforced.enforced. 

OneOne thingthing thatthat impressedimpressed meme inin EnglandEngland waswas thethe factfact thatthat experiencedexperienced 
teachersteachers whowho werewere interestedinterested inin furtheringfurthering theirtheir educationeducation werewere secondedseconded 
fromfrom theirtheir L.E.A.L.E.A. atat fullfull paypay withwith nono obligationobligation toto returnreturn toto theirtheir formerformer 
employer.employer. AllAll LocalLocal EducationalEducational AuthoritiesAuthorities werewere obligedobliged toto paypay intointo aa 
centralcentral fundfund and,and, therefore,therefore, werewere keenkeen forfor theirtheir teachersteachers toto makemake useuse ofof thethe 
fund.fund. ThisThis schemescheme appliedapplied toto one-yearone-year diplomadiploma programsprograms followingfollowing thethe 
three-yearthree-year certificatecertificate programprogram inin whichwhich itit isis possiblepossible toto specializespecialize inin aa greatgreat 
varietyvariety ofof areas,areas, examplesexamples ofof whichwhich are:are: primaryprimary education,education, secondarysecondary edu­edu­
cation,cation, childchild development,development, educationaleducational technology,technology, artart education,education, adultadult edu­edu­
cation,cation, sciencescience education,education, counselling,counselling, andand handicappedhandicapped children.children. 

AA similarsimilar schemescheme isis certainlycertainly longlong overdueoverdue inin CanadaCanada ifif wewe areare toto pre­pre­
parepare professionalsprofessionals forfor studentstudent personnelpersonnel servicesservices workwork inin adequateadequate numbersnumbers 
toto beginbegin toto meetmeet thethe tremendoustremendous needneed whichwhich existsexists inin thisthis country.country. 
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ItIt isis evidentevident thatthat whilewhile secondarysecondary schoolschool counsellingcounselling inin EnglandEngland isis aa 
muchmuch newernewer fieldfield thanthan itit isis inin Canada,Canada, thethe conceptconcept ofof aa full-timefull-time counsellorcounsellor 
hashas beenbeen implemented.implemented. 

CounsellingCounselling isis anan emergingemerging andand developingdeveloping profession,profession, bothboth inin EnglandEngland 
andand Canada.Canada. ItIt isis stillstill strugglingstruggling toto gaingain fullfull professionalprofessional recognition.recognition. Coun­Coun­
sellorssellors whowho conceptualizeconceptualize themselvesthemselves asas pupil-prodders,pupil-prodders, loose-endsloose-ends coordina­coordina­
tors,tors, assistantassistant administratorsadministrators andand tasktask performersperformers areare inin professionalprofessional defaultdefault22 

(Boy(Boy && PinePine 1968)1968) andand shouldshould bebe censuredcensured byby theirtheir professionalprofessional peers.peers. 
UntilUntil professionalprofessional standardsstandards forfor counsellorscounsellors areare raisedraised andand licensinglicensing isis en­en­
forced,forced, thisthis isis notnot possible.possible. 

TheThe CanadianCanadian GuidanceGuidance andand CounsellingCounselling AssociationAssociation shouldshould formform aa 
professionalprofessional standardsstandards committeecommittee toto bringbring inin aa reportreport regardingregarding counsellorcounsellor 
educationeducation programs,programs, standards,standards, certificationcertification andand accreditationaccreditation ofof institutionsinstitutions 
inin Canada.Canada. TheThe CGCACGCA mustmust convinceconvince thethe FederalFederal andand ProvincialProvincial Govern­Govern­
mentsments toto makemake moremore financialfinancial assistanceassistance availableavailable toto universitiesuniversities forfor thethe 
preparationpreparation ofof counsellors-particularlycounsellors-particularly inin viewview ofof thethe factfact thatthat thethe FederalFederal 
Government'sGovernment's ownown reportreport showsshows thatthat ofof allall thethe schoolschool counsellorscounsellors inin CanadaCanada 
inin 1967,1967, onlyonly 1.8%1.8% hadhad aa degreedegree inin guidance,guidance, 4.5%4.5% hadhad aa diplomadiploma inin guid­guid­
ance,ance, andand 67.367.3 %% hadhad nono certificate,certificate, diploma,diploma, oror degree.degree.aa 

SecondarySecondary SchoolSchool counsellingcounselling inin CanadaCanada hashas beenbeen inin existenceexistence forfor thirtythirty 
yearsyears oror more.more. 44 InIn England,England, itit isis onlyonly fivefive yearsyears old.old. InIn spitespite ofof itsits infancyinfancy 
inin England,England, secondarysecondary schoolschool counsellingcounselling isis implementedimplemented throughthrough full-time,full-time, 
professionallyprofessionally preparedprepared counsellors.counsellors. InIn contrast,contrast, schoolschool counsellingcounselling inin Can­Can­
adaada hashas aa longlong wayway toto gogo beforebefore itit cancan attainattain aa similarsimilar status.status. CanadianCanadian 
provincialprovincial authoritiesauthorities mustmust bebe persuadedpersuaded toto increaseincrease thethe minimumminimum profes­profes­
sionalsional standardsstandards demandeddemanded ofof schoolschool counsellors,counsellors, asas wellwell asas adoptingadopting thethe 
conceptconcept ofof full-timefull-time counsellors.counsellors. ThisThis willwill requirerequire thethe expansionexpansion ofof coun­coun­
sellorsellor educationeducation programsprograms toto copecope withwith thethe demanddemand forfor aa corpscorps ofof profes­profes­
sionallysionally preparedprepared andand certifiedcertified counsellorscounsellors performingperforming theirtheir rolesroles onon aa full­full­
timetime basis.basis. 

CanadianCanadian counsellors,counsellors, likelike theirtheir EnglishEnglish counterparts,counterparts, needneed toto bebe fullyfully 
informedinformed concerningconcerning theirtheir professionalprofessional rolerole withwith allall itsits implications'implications' andand toto 
bebe insuredinsured thatthat aa writtenwritten statementstatement ofof theirtheir rolerole isis mademade availableavailable toto allall 
thosethose withwith whomwhom theythey work.work. ItIt wouldwould bebe muchmuch moremore effectiveeffective ifif thethe counsel­counsel­
lorlor couldcould demonstratedemonstrate toto hishis fellowfellow professionals-administratorsprofessionals-administrators andand teach­teach­
ers-thaters-that suchsuch aa writtenwritten rolerole descriptiondescription hadhad thethe supportsupport ofof hishis ownown profes­profes­
sionalsional organization,organization, thethe CanadianCanadian GuidanceGuidance andand CounsellingCounselling Association.Association. 
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