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HIPPIEHIPPIE LIFELIFE STYLE:STYLE:� 
ANAN EXTENSIONEXTENSION OFOF PREVIOUSPREVIOUS LIFELIFE STYLESSTYLES� 

ItIt isis thethe writer'swriter's contentioncontention thatthat peoplepeople inin thethe helpinghelping professionsprofessions shouldshould bebe 
informedinformed aboutabout socialsocial phenomenaphenomena suchsuch asas thethe women'swomen's liberationliberation movement,movement, 
thethe students'students' unrestunrest andand thethe hippiehippie movement.movement. ObviousObvious reasonsreasons forfor thethe con­con­
tentiontention are:are: wewe mustmust firstfirst acquaintacquaint ourselvesourselves withwith aa personperson oror personspersons beforebefore 
wewe cancan understand,understand, acceptaccept oror eveneven toleratetolerate them;them; also,also, wewe mustmust bebe awareaware ofof 
thethe influenceinfluence oror potentialpotential influenceinfluence personspersons representingrepresenting supposedlysupposedly avantavant 
gardegarde ideasideas havehave onon thethe generalgeneral public.public. Finally,Finally, basedbased onon thethe writer'swriter's recentrecent 
observations,observations, itit isis contendedcontended thatthat manymany ofof thethe so-calledso-called avantavant gardegarde ideasideas 
forwardedforwarded byby membersmembers ofof women'swomen's lib.,lib., byby radicalradical studentsstudents oror byby thethe hippieshippies 
areare reallyreally ideasideas held,held, inin oneone formform oror another,another, byby mostmost women,women, byby mostmost 
studentsstudents andand byby mostmost youngyoung peoplepeople respectively.respectively. 

TheThe factfact isis thatthat mostmost peoplepeople dodo notnot havehave thethe initiative,initiative, imagination,imagination, 
couragecourage oror inclinationinclination toto articulatearticulate theirtheir ideas.ideas. So,So, whenwhen particularparticular groupsgroups 
ofof peoplepeople presentpresent theirtheir viewsviews publiclypublicly byby meansmeans ofof soapsoap boxbox speeches,speeches, de­de­
monstrations,monstrations, undergroundunderground papers,papers, etc.,etc., theythey areare labelledlabelled inin aa wayway thatthat tendstends 
toto polarizepolarize peoples'peoples' thinking.thinking. ThereThere areare thosethose whowho hatehate andand distrustdistrust thethe so­so­
calledcalled radicals,radicals, andand trytry desperatelydesperately toto repressrepress thethe ideasideas thatthat theythey havehave inin 
commoncommon withwith them-thenthem-then therethere areare thosethose whowho joinjoin thethe proverbialproverbial band­band­
wagon,wagon, busilybusily conjuringconjuring upup ideasideas thatthat theythey havehave inin commoncommon withwith onlyonly anan 
obscure,obscure, infamousinfamous minority.minority. 

TheThe previouslypreviously mentionedmentioned "bandwagon""bandwagon" hashas alwaysalways beenbeen loadedloaded withwith 
neurotics,neurotics, psychoticspsychotics andand otherother counsellingcounselling candidatescandidates whowho havehave exaggeratedexaggerated 
andand distorteddistorted thethe originallyoriginally wellwell articulatedarticulated viewsviews ofof aa fewfew courageouscourageous onesones 
soso thatthat mostmost peoplepeople categoricallycategorically rejectreject thethe hippieshippies andand theirtheir wholewhole phil­phil­
osophy,osophy, atat thethe samesame timetime repressingrepressing thought,thought, ideasideas andand dreamsdreams whichwhich theythey 
shareshare withwith thethe hippieshippies andand forfor thatthat matter,matter, withwith allall mankind.mankind. 

InIn thisthis paperpaper thethe writerwriter isis attemptingattempting toto pointpoint outout thatthat atat leastleast oneone socialsocial 
phenomenon-thephenomenon-the hippiehippie lifelife style-hasstyle-has alwaysalways beenbeen withwith usus andand willwill likelylikely 
continuecontinue toto bebe withwith us.us. TheThe historicalhistorical perspectiveperspective outlinedoutlined belowbelow indicatesindicates 
thatthat hippieshippies havehave alwaysalways mirroredmirrored certaincertain aspectsaspects ofof manman butbut thatthat mostmost 
peoplepeople rejectreject thosethose aspectsaspects whenwhen seenseen withinwithin thethe contextcontext ofof aa hippiehippie lifelife style.style. 

Buddha,Buddha, whosewhose familyfamily namename waswas GautamaGautama andand whosewhose givengiven namename waswas 
Siddhartha,Siddhartha, livedlived inin thethe firstfirst halfhalf ofof thethe sixthsixth century,century, B.C.B.C. HeHe grewgrew upup 
amidamid conditionsconditions ofof luxuryluxury andand sensuoussensuous enjoymentenjoyment offeredoffered byby thethe SakaSaka clanclan 
toto whichwhich hehe belonged.belonged. RecognizingRecognizing thethe factsfacts aboutabout oldold age,age, ofof disease,disease, ofof 
deathdeath andand ofof thethe povertypoverty aroundaround him,him, hehe leftleft hishis beautifulbeautiful wifewife andand newbornnewborn 
sonson inin searchsearch forfor thethe meaningmeaning ofof life.life. HisHis enquiriesenquiries ledled himhim toto thethe doorstepsdoorsteps 
ofof hermits,hermits, toto anan esceticescetic denialdenial ofof hishis body'sbody's demandsdemands andand finallyfinally toto anan ex­ex­
tendedtended periodperiod ofof meditationmeditation underunder aa largelarge tree,tree, wherewhere hehe presumablypresumably inte­inte­
gratedgrated hishis personalpersonal experiencesexperiences andand decideddecided toto teachteach othersothers whatwhat hehe hadhad 
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learnedlearned aboutabout truetrue happiness,happiness, peacepeace andand lovelove (Hesse,(Hesse, 1951).1951). NeillNeill (1970),(1970), 
suggestssuggests thatthat thethe chaoticchaotic religiousreligious andand politicalpolitical conditionsconditions prevailingprevailing inin 
Buddha'sBuddha's timetime areare similarsimilar toto thethe onesones wewe areare experiencingexperiencing todaytoday andand thatthat thethe 
hippies,hippies, likelike Buddha,Buddha, areare seekingseeking forfor aa wayway ofof escapeescape fromfrom aa mundanemundane 
humanhuman existenceexistence andand likelike BuddhaBuddha areare characterizedcharacterized byby aa certaincertain fearlessness,fearlessness, 
unconventionality,unconventionality, otherother worldlinessworldliness andand quietism.quietism. 

BoyleBoyle (1967)(1967) arguesargues thatthat ""...... hippieshippies areare notnot justjust aa passingpassing fadfad (p.(p. 
10)"10)" andand thatthat throughoutthroughout history,history, segmentssegments ofof thethe worldworld populationpopulation havehave 
distinguisheddistinguished themselvesthemselves byby subscribingsubscribing toto aa bohemianbohemian oror hippiehippie lifelife style.style. 
SocratesSocrates andand thethe CynicsCynics forfor instance,instance, ""...... mademade aa livingliving outout ofof notnot makingmaking 
aa livingliving (Xenakis,(Xenakis, 1970,1970, p.p. I)."I)." Socrates,Socrates, likelike Buddha,Buddha, waswas anan ascetic,ascetic, denieddenied 
himselfhimself bodilybodily comfortscomforts andand inin hishis laterlater yearsyears hadhad aa circlecircle ofof leisuredleisured youngyoung 
menmen aroundaround himhim whowho listenedlistened toto himhim expound,expound, mainlymainly onon thethe ignoranceignorance ofof 
publicpublic men.men. ItIt hashas beenbeen saidsaid thatthat toto thethe ageage ofof 40,40, SocratesSocrates waswas consideredconsidered 
toto bebe ""...... anan amusingamusing eccentric,eccentric, aa combinationcombination ofof pedant,pedant, paradox-monger,paradox-monger, 
freefree thinkerthinker andand necromancernecromancer ...... (Taylor,(Taylor, 1953,1953, p.p. 89)."89)." 

WachWach (1967),(1967), inin hishis descriptiondescription ofof PhilipPhilip Neri,Neri, aa protestorprotestor againstagainst thethe 
CatholicCatholic churchchurch inin thethe sixteenthsixteenth century,century, sayssays thatthat NeriNeri ""...... adoptedadopted aa 
criticalcritical attitudeattitude towardtoward thethe churchchurch lifelife ofof hishis dayday andand began,began, asas aa hermit,hermit, 
toto realizerealize hishis newnew idealideal (p.(p. 157)."157)." WachWach addsadds thatthat allall Neri'sNeri's associatesassociates werewere 
characterizedcharacterized byby peculiarpeculiar dressdress andand diet.diet. 

TheThe Hutterites,Hutterites, alsoalso religiousreligious protestors,protestors, althoughalthough rarelyrarely describeddescribed asas 
beingbeing hippies,hippies, alsoalso distinguishdistinguish themselvesthemselves fromfrom thethe largerlarger societysociety byby dressingdressing 
uniquely,uniquely, byby subscribingsubscribing toto aa communalcommunal wayway ofof life,life, byby livingliving aa simplesimple lifelife 
supposedlysupposedly rewardedrewarded byby aa freedomfreedom fromfrom manymany "worldly"worldly worries"worries" andand byby 
claimingclaiming toto havehave aa monopolymonopoly onon religiousreligious truth.truth. Hutterites,Hutterites, inin turn,turn, areare 
oftenoften distrusted,distrusted, frequentlyfrequently heldheld inin disreputedisrepute andand sometimessometimes hated.hated. JacobJacob 
Huter,Huter, thethe sixteenthsixteenth centurycentury founderfounder ofof thethe sect,sect, enduredendured persecutionpersecution andand 
finallyfinally dieddied atat thethe handshands ofof thosethose whowho distrusteddistrusted him.him. EatonEaton andand WeilWeil (1955)(1955) 
describedescribe thethe relationshiprelationship betweenbetween thethe HutteritesHutterites andand thethe largerlarger societysociety asas 
follows:follows: "Non-Hutterites"Non-Hutterites generallygenerally regardregard thethe brethrenbrethren inferiorinferior becausebecause theythey 
areare different;different; HutteritesHutterites regardregard manymany ofof theirtheir neighborsneighbors asas spirituallyspiritually con­con­
taminatedtaminated oror misguidedmisguided byby decadentdecadent 'modern'modern ways'ways' (p.(p. 32)."32)." 

AA groupgroup ofof bohemianbohemian minstrelsminstrels ofof thethe sixteenthsixteenth century,century, inin manymany waysways 
similarsimilar toto BuddhaBuddha andand Socrates,Socrates, roamedroamed atat willwill aboutabout thethe countrysidecountryside ofof 
WesternWestern EuropeEurope searchingsearching forfor waysways ofof transcendingtranscending thethe menialmenial humanhuman ex­ex­
istenceistence soso characteristiccharacteristic ofof theirtheir fellowfellow countrymen.countrymen. TheThe minstrels,minstrels, likelike NeriNeri 
andand likelike thethe Hutterites,Hutterites, sufferedsuffered severelyseverely atat thethe handshands ofof thosethose whowho distrusteddistrusted 
themthem becausebecause ofof theirtheir peculiarities.peculiarities. TheThe minstrelsminstrels werewere describeddescribed asas able­able­
bodiedbodied beggars,beggars, roguesrogues andand vagabondsvagabonds whowho pesteredpestered otherother peoplepeople inin allall partsparts 
ofof EnglandEngland andand Wales.Wales. ApparentlyApparently whipping,whipping, brandingbranding withwith aa hothot ironiron andand 
eveneven deathdeath atat thethe gallowsgallows provedproved toto bebe ineffectiveineffective meansmeans ofof controllingcontrolling thethe 
so-calledso-called undesirablesundesirables (Duncan,(Duncan, 1907).1907). 

TheThe gypsies,gypsies, whowho appearedappeared inin centralcentral EuropeEurope werewere calledcalled "bohemians""bohemians" 
becausebecause theirtheir brightlybrightly coloredcolored clothes,clothes, generalgeneral appearanceappearance andand behaviorbehavior soso 
closelyclosely resembledresembled thatthat ofof otherother vagabondsvagabonds whowho hadhad emigratedemigrated toto FranceFrance 
fromfrom BohemiaBohemia inin thethe earlyearly seventhseventh centurycentury A.D.A.D. AA GermanGerman philosopher,philosopher, 
livingliving inin thethe fifteenthfifteenth centurycentury A.D.,A.D., describeddescribed thethe gypsiesgypsies muchmuch asas wewe de­de­
scribescribe thethe hippies:hippies: 

...... theythey leadlead aa vagabondvagabond existenceexistence everywhereeverywhere onon earth,earth, theythey campcamp outsideoutside 
towns,towns, inin thethe fieldsfields andand atat cross-roads,cross-roads, andand theythey setset upup theirtheir hutshuts andand tents,tents, 
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dependingdepending forfor aa livingliving onon highwayhighway robbery,robbery, stealing,stealing, deceivingdeceiving andand barter,barter, 
amusingamusing peoplepeople withwith fortunefortune tellingtelling ...... (Clebert,(Clebert, 1963,1963, p.p. 49).49). 

RiedRied (1969),(1969), implyingimplying bohemianism,bohemianism, describeddescribed thethe youthyouth whowho reactedreacted 
toto thethe superstition,superstition, restraintrestraint andand religiousreligious dogmadogma ofof thethe DarkDark AgesAges inin 
Europe.Europe. HeHe indicatesindicates thatthat thethe roadsroads ofof EuropeEurope werewere filledfilled withwith ragged,ragged, 
beardedbearded wandererswanderers inin searchsearch ofof knowledge,knowledge, rebellingrebelling againstagainst thethe restraintrestraint 
ofof thethe mindmind andand inin searchsearch ofof thethe freedomfreedom toto learn.learn. TheThe tavernstaverns andand thethe 
marketmarket placesplaces inin thethe citiescities toto whichwhich thethe wandererswanderers werewere attractedattracted werewere 
boisterousboisterous withwith poetspoets andand songsters.songsters. 

Bohemianism,Bohemianism, asas describeddescribed above,above, waswas perhapsperhaps firstfirst observedobserved inin AmericaAmerica 
towardtoward thethe endend ofof thethe nineteenthnineteenth centurycentury (Delaney,(Delaney, 1968).1968). TheThe "Muck­"Muck­
rakers,"rakers," thusthus namednamed byby T.T. Roosevelt,Roosevelt, werewere bohemianbohemian JournalistsJournalists whowho de­de­
votedvoted themselvesthemselves toto exposingexposing thethe inadequaciesinadequacies ofof thethe governmentgovernment andand bigbig 
businesses,businesses, inadequaciesinadequacies particularlyparticularly relatingrelating toto socialsocial reform.reform. TheThe "Muck­"Muck­
rakers"rakers" werewere soonsoon followedfollowed byby aa newnew generationgeneration ofof bohemiansbohemians knownknown asas thethe 
"Villagers""Villagers" whowho congregatedcongregated mainlymainly inin GreenwichGreenwich Village,Village, NewNew York.York. TheyThey 
camecame fromfrom differentdifferent partsparts ofof thethe UnitedUnited States,States, expoundingexpounding newnew causescauses suchsuch 
".". .. .. individualindividual freedom,freedom, freefree love,love, socialism,socialism, avantavant gardegarde literatureliterature andand 
futuristicfuturistic paintingpainting (Delaney,(Delaney, 1968,1968, pp.pp. 103-104)."103-104)." SteffensSteffens (1931)(1931) inin herher 
AA utobiography,utobiography, describesdescribes thethe salonsalon ofof oneone ofof herher "Village""Village" friendsfriends asas 
follows:follows: 

ItIt waswas filledfilled withwith lovelylovely thingsthings ...... Anyway,Anyway, wewe werewere soonsoon toldtold thatthat oneone 
eveningevening aa weekweek wewe mightmight allall comecome therethere withwith ourour friends,friends, anybodyanybody ...... AllAll 
sortssorts ofof guestsguests camecame toto MabelMabel Dodge'sDodge's salons,salons, poorpoor andand rich,rich, laborskates,laborskates, 
scabs,scabs, strikers,strikers, andand unemployedunemployed painters,painters, musicians,musicians, reporters,reporters, editors,editors, 
swells;swells; itit waswas thethe onlyonly successfulsuccessful salonsalon II havehave everever seenseen inin AmericaAmerica (pp.(pp.
105-106).105-106). 

InIn thethe earlyearly 1950's1950's thethe BeatniksBeatniks followedfollowed thethe "Villagers.""Villagers." TheThe BeatniksBeatniks 
werewere bohemians,bohemians, "bent"bent uponupon thethe removalremoval ofof allall conventionalconventional standardsstandards andand 
thethe substitutionsubstitution ofof lifelife basedbased uponupon primitiveprimitive instinctinstinct (Delaney,(Delaney, p.p. 129)."129)." 

BinghamBingham (1968)(1968) cleverlycleverly andand succinctlysuccinctly summarizessummarizes thethe ideaidea thatthat thethe 
so-calledso-called hippiehippie phenomenonphenomenon isis notnot aa newnew one:one: 

ThereThere isis nothingnothing new,new, forfor instance,instance, inin thethe hippie'shippie's privatismprivatism (the(the SolipsistsSolipsists 
longlong agoago tooktook itit toto thethe endend ofof thethe line),line), nornor inin theirtheir hedonismhedonism (ancient(ancient 
GreeceGreece coinedcoined thethe wordword forfor it),it), nornor inin theirtheir reversionreversion toto thethe NaturalNatural (Rous­(Rous­
seauseau promotedpromoted thethe 'Noble'Noble Savage'Savage' whetherwhether withwith hairhair onon hishis face,face, likelike thethe 
hippiehippie boy,boy, oror underunder thethe arms,arms, likelike thethe hippiehippie girls).girls). SimilarlySimilarly therethere isis 
nothingnothing newnew inin thethe hippies'hippies' passivitypassivity andand pipepipe dreamingdreaming hashish-ahashish-a strongerstronger 
varietyvariety ofof pot-haspot-has beenbeen usedused forfor milleniamillenia (p.(p. 481).481). 

GoodmanGoodman (1969)(1969) alsoalso takingtaking aa historicalhistorical viewview inin hishis article,article, "The"The 
DiggersDiggers inin 1984,"1984," amusinglyamusingly predictspredicts whatwhat thethe hippiehippie scenescene willwill bebe likelike inin 
1984.1984. HeHe indicatesindicates thatthat thethe "hermits"hermits andand monks"monks" ofof thethe ByzantineByzantine Times,Times, 
thethe diggers,diggers, alternatelyalternately knownknown asas hippies,hippies, willwill multiplymultiply inin thethe previouslypreviously 
depopulateddepopulated areasareas ofof thethe worldworld wherewhere theythey cancan conductconduct theirtheir meditationsmeditations 
andand servicesservices toto savesave theirtheir souls.souls. 

ConclusionConclusion 
TheThe literatureliterature citedcited aboveabove suggestssuggests thatthat thethe hippiehippie lifelife stylestyle isis merelymerely 

anan extensionextension ofof previousprevious lifelife styles,styles, alternatelyalternately knownknown asas vagabonds,vagabonds, hermits,hermits, 
ascetics,ascetics, etc.etc. TheThe hippiehippie lifelife stylestyle isis however,however, progressivelyprogressively gaininggaining inin popu­popu­
laritylarity andand hashas becomebecome popularpopular eveneven amongamong highhigh schoolschool studentsstudents (Penner,(Penner, 
1971).1971). AsAs helpinghelping professionalsprofessionals wewe mustmust bebe awareaware ofof thethe ideasideas commoncommon toto 
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mostmost peoplepeople andand furthermorefurthermore recognizerecognize thatthat usuallyusually itit isis thethe small,small, soso called,called, 
radicalradical groupsgroups (unfortunately(unfortunately mixedmixed withwith "crackpots""crackpots" andand sensationalists)sensationalists) 
whowho areare firstfirst toto articulatearticulate suchsuch ideas.ideas. IdeasIdeas espousedespoused byby thethe hippies,hippies, perhapsperhaps 
mostmost commoncommon toto allall humanhuman beingsbeings are:are: aa desiredesire forfor creativecreative expression,expression, aa 
desiredesire forfor communitycommunity spirit,spirit, excitement,excitement, aa searchsearch forfor aa "religious""religious" experi­experi­
enceence andand yes,yes, eveneven thethe fleetingfleeting desiredesire toto dodo nothing.nothing. 
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ABSTRACTABSTRACT 

DansDans cetcet article,article, l'auteurl'auteur tentetente dede demontrerdemontrer qu'unqu'un phenomenephenomene socialsocial auau 
moins-Iemoins-Ie genregenre dede vievie 'hippie'-a'hippie'-a toujourstoujours existeexiste etet continueracontinuera probable­probable­
mentment d'exister.d'exister. LaLa litteraturelitterature sese rapportantrapportant itit cece sujetsujet indiqueindique queque IeIe genregenre 
dede vievie 'hippie''hippie' nene faitfait queque continuercontinuer certainscertains genresgenres dede vievie anterieurs,anterieurs, connconnusus 
tourtour itit tourtour sosousus IeIe nomnom dede vagabonds,vagabonds, hermites,hermites, ascetes,ascetes, etc.etc. 

EnEn tanttant queque personnespersonnes dontdont IeIe metiermetier estest d'aider,d'aider, nousnous devonsdevons etreetre auau 
courantcourant desdes ideesidees communescommunes itit lala plupartplupart desdes gensgens etet dede plusplus nousnous devonsdevons 
reconnaitrereconnaitre queque cesces ideesidees ontont eteete touttout d'abordd'abord enonceesenoncees parpar desdes petitspetits groupesgroupes 
soi-disantsoi-disant radicaux,radicaux, (groupes(groupes malheureusementmalheureusement associesassocies avecavec desdes 'eccen­'eccen­
triques'triques' ouou desdes gensgens itit lala rechercherecherche dede sensationel).sensationel). CesCes ideesidees adopteesadoptees parpar lesles 
'hippies''hippies' etet probablementprobablement communescommunes itit lala plupartplupart desdes etresetres humainshumains sont:sont: 
IeIe desirdesir dede s'exprimers'exprimer d'uned'une faeonfaeon creative,creative, IeIe desirdesir pourpour unun espritesprit dede com­com­
munaute,munaute, dede desirdesir pourpour uneune participationparticipation totaletotale desdes sens,sens, IeIe desirdesir dede recher­recher­
chercher desdes experiencesexperiences 'religiouses','religiouses', etet oui,oui, meme,meme, IeIe desirdesir ephemereephemere dede nene 
rienrien faire.faire. 


