Reviewer #3 Comments:
This was a very interesting and refreshing manuscript to read. The topic is most certainly important for counselling given the influx of refugees that Canada receives each year. In this manuscript, the author provides a unique approach to studying refugee children’s hope as well as provides a wonderful discussion of participants’ stories of hope. There are several issues that need to be addressed in the future revision of this manuscript:

1. It would be helpful if you clarified who the service providers are. You mention services providers several times in the manuscript. It would be helpful for readers to know who falls under the service providers category (e.g., counsellors, immigration workers, social workers, etc).
Clarification of service providers has been given in the introductory paragraph.

2. It would be helpful to connect the first paragraph on p.1 more directly to refugee children. You discuss hope in general terms. However, given that you are exploring refugee children and their perceptions of hope, more specific introduction about refugee children is needed.
This has been adjusted by focusing the description of children to “refugee and immigrant children”

3. In the first sentence you mention children who receive services. This is confusing to readers because it is difficult to know what services you are referring to. It would be helpful if you included several examples of services offered to refugee children.

Examples of services offered to recently arrived refugee and immigrant children has been added in the first paragraph. 

4. When defining a refugee, it would be better if you included the actual United Nations 1951 definition of a refugee, and then clarified that for the purposes of your paper you will define a refugee as children who left their home countries with the belief they could not return and were exposed to war-related violence in the process.

The UN 1951 definition of a refugee has been included in the second paragraph of the introduction.

5. On the p. 2, the sentence “After reviewing literature on newcomers children’s adjustment and hope, this paper describes the use of creative approaches to engage children in describing personal understanding and sources of hope” could read “After reviewing literature on newcomers children’s adjustment and hope, this paper discusses the use of creative approaches to engage children in describing personal understanding and sources of hope” to avoid using the word describes or describing twice.
The word “describes” has been adjusted to “discusses” as per reviewer’s suggestion.

6. In the section Refugee and Immigrant Children’s Psychosocial Adjustment, you use references that are quite old (e.g., 1998, 1997). There more recent references about refugee children’s psychosocial adjustment. It would be good if you ran another search and included three or four newer references in his section.
I have included 4 more recent references on psychosocial adjustment of refugee children.  However, I have retained a number of older references because they contain information that are specific to this paper.
7. In the second paragraph under the Refugee and Immigrant Children’s Psychosocial Adjustment, you discuss conditions such as exposure to war, and personal and family resources. You may want to change personal and family resources to lack of personal and family resources as this is quite often the experience of refugee children.

This sentence had been adjusted according to reviewer’s suggestion

8. On p. 4 it would be helpful if you could find and incorporate one or two more recent references about refugee/immigrant children and hope.

I have added two studies that discuss hope and refugee children and youth within the section entitled “A Hope Perspective”.
9. On p. 5, you have a sentence that reads “Specifically, creative arts-based methods were used as a platform for interviewing children in a manner that helped them express current experiences in a manner that was child-friendly and reduced any communication difficulties that could be brought on by age and culture”. Maybe this sentence should read “Specifically, creative arts-based methods were used as a platform for interviewing children in a manner that helped them express current experiences in a way that was child-friendly and reduced any communication difficulties that could be brought on by age and culture” to avoid using the statement in a manner twice.
This sentence has been adjusted as per reviewer’s suggestion.

10. It would be helpful if you expanded on what the case study is. A few more references backing up your discussion of a case study would make your methodology discussion stronger.

Discussion of the research methodology has been expanded and a few more references have been added. 

11. On p. 5 you refer to resettlement country when you are discussing the psychosocial program for refugee/immigrant children. Please clarify which resettlement country you are referring to. Is it Canada or some other country (e.g., country of first asylum)?

This section has been clarified by indicating that the program was assisting settlement in Canada. 

12. On p. 6 you state that you obtained verbal assent from children participants. A bit more detail on how you obtained the assent would be helpful for readers. What steps did you take to make sure that children understood what was going to take the place in this study?

A more complete description of how child participant assent was obtained is now found under the sub-heading “Participants”.

13. You mention that you have conducted member checks to confirm your findings? It would be helpful if you provided details about how you conducted member checks?
A more fulsome description of how member checking was utilized is now provided under the sub-heading “Data Collection and Analysis”.   

14. Under the heading The Heart of Hope you refer to Figure 1 and Figure 2. Your discussion could leave readers confused as it appears that when you refer to Figure 2, you discuss Figure 1. Please go over this section, and make sure that you are referring to the right figure. Also under the heading Hope-Engendering Sources you refer to Figure 2, where these sources are illustrated with arrows. However, Figure 2 illustrates the picture your participants drew.

These sections have been corrected. 

15. On p. 11, please indent the quote that read “But I really like her......because she is really nice...” to be consistent with the rest of the text.

This has been adjusted.

16. The heading Reflections on p. 13 should be on p.14.

This has been adjusted.

17. On p. 16 under Reflections on Hope and Resourcefulness in Children, in the first sentence instead of using child participants, you can use only participants as it is obvious that your participants were children.

This has been adjusted.
18. On p. 17, the sentence reads “This study suggests that the maintenance of emotional well-being while negotiating the stresses of adjustment in a resettlement county can be facilitated in children`s natural inclination towards play”. Please change county to country.
This word has been adjusted. 

It was great pleasure reading your article. Good luck with your future endeavours.

Thank you very much for all the suggestions.

